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efficiency. In Germany their authority, both individual and
corporate, made them a permanent asset to the royal power.
Beneath the episcopate, the Church in both countries was
definitely subordinate to lay control, and here even in Ger-
many the nobles were masters in their own territories. The
monasteries had, as other freeholders, to seek noble protection
in the times of invasion, and the secular clergy were, apart
from the cathedral churches, for the most part appointed to
their benefices (the term itself is significant) by the lord on
whose land their churches had been built. Lay patronage
becomes more and more a definite feature of the ecclesiastical
system.
The remaining third of Charlemagne's Empire—the The Italian
Italian kingdom—presents peculiarities of its own. It was, kinsdom
and it remained, linked continually with the imperial title,
since it contained Rome, the capital of the Empire. This
title passed at first by direct descent to the eldest son, then
it fell by election to the rulers of the West or East Frankish
kingdoms, to which the Italian kingdom became a mere
adjunct. The failure of the Carolingian line in Germany
brought this connection temporarily to an end, and oppor-
tunity was given for the formation of a third independent
kingdom. But Italy broke up into a number of petty states,
the rulers of which contested the kingdom and the imperial
title as well, while from Provence and Burgundy came other
competitors for power. There was no really dominant house,
like the Saxon in Germany or the Capetian in France, to whom
the other nobles would submit. The kingship had to be
won by force and held by force. So, whereas in the other
two kingdoms the passing of the Carolingians gave the
prospect of better order and more centralised government
under a stronger ruler, it resulted in Italy in nothing but
anarchy and brigandage—feudalism in its ugliest form.
But Rome was not only the capital of the Empire; it Thc Papacy
was also the seat of the Papacy. Now the Papacy had had its rise and
a considerable share in the creation of the Empire, quite
apart from the actual coronation of Charlemagne by Pope
Leo III in 800. Gregory the Great had taken the first step
when he sent Benedictine monks to convert England. The
English Church was peculiarly under Roman direction, and
the monks who later came from England to convert the

